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With an abundance of garage space, the home
is ideal for any car collector.

By Jean Murphy
Daily Herald Correspondent

This large contemporary-style brick and
cedar Bloomingdale home is truly one-of-a-
kind. Located on one-acre in Mallard Lake
Estates, it is undoubtedly the fantasy of every
car lover and cross-country traveler with a rec-
reational vehicle, and still has plenty of space
for family living.
The original part of the house was a split-

level with a
walkout lower
level. When
it was reno-
vated, a huge
heated and
air-condi-
tioned garage
was added
with much
more living
space above
the garage and
on the sec-
ond and third
floors.
The elevated

main level fea-
tures a car-
peted living/
dining room,
great room,
ceramic-tiled
kitchen with
eating area
and three bed-
rooms. There
is also a two-
story foyer

with hardwood floors that gives access to all
levels of this interesting home. The uppermost
level has two more bedrooms and a loft. Mini-
kitchens also grace bothwings of the house.
The walkout lower level could accommo-

date a home business but currently it features
a sixth bedroom, bathroom, family room with
fireplace and sitting room. Outside there is a
large deck, a balcony and a shed.
Throughout the home there are special

touches like skylights and vaulted or cathedral
ceilings. Listing agent Branka Poplonski offers
more details:

What is this home’s hidden gem?
“It is a custom-built home with exquisite

rooms and a one-of-a-kind garage with room
for up to nine cars and/or anRV.”

What would your perfect buyer look like?
“This home would be ideal for either a large

family or a car collector/restorer.”

What is the coolest thing about living in this
neighborhood?
“This neighborhood offers complete privacy

in a picturesque, country-like setting.”

Which celebrity can you picture living in this
home?
“Jay Leno could bring part of his car collec-

tion to this home.”

What is one adjective that you would use to
describe this home?
“Unique.”

Name three trees, shrubs or plants featured
in the yard.
“Oak, willow and maple trees abound

throughout the property.”

Listing of the week
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Address: 171 Canvasback
Lane, Bloomingdale
Asking price: $450,000
Square footage: 5,500 with
2,000-square-foot garage
Bedrooms/baths: 6 bedrooms/
5 baths
Year built: 1979 and remodeled
in 2008
Listing agent: Branka
Poplonski, Century 21 Lullo
Call: (630) 918-3439
Web: branka.com

The home features a large great room that is
part of a later addition.

The unique, contemporary home is located in
Mallard Lake Estates, Bloomingdale.

Industry Insider

By Jean Murphy
Daily Herald Correspondent

No one wants a cookie-cutter
house. They want to inject their
own personality into the place
they call “home.”
Some people do that by choos-

ing the newest, trendiest items
they see in European catalogs.
Others choose to be ultratradi-
tional, liking the look they knew
when theywere growing up.
Still others do it by having their

monogram, name or a special art-
work or scene etched into glass to
be a focal point.
No matter what a particular

homeowner chooses to do to per-
sonalize their home, Creative Mir-
ror and Shower in Addison, with
showrooms in Plainfield and Chi-
cago, too, is able to accommodate
them.
In business since 1972, the fam-

ily firm has grown by leaps and
bounds over the years to the point

that they now occupy a 20,000
square foot design center where
they design and fabricate shower
doors, mirrors, stairway railings,
mirrored or glass doors, room
partitions and even glass kitchen
backsplashes.
“We are in our fourth Addison

location because we keep grow-
ing,” said Mark Pritikin, presi-
dent and son of the founder. “All
of our core products involve glass,
which we fabricate in-house. But
we also work in close conjunction
with several longtime vendors of
decorative hardware and they will
custom manufacture items to our
specifications.”
Their largest product line is

shower doors and today those are
generally frameless.

“Homeowners today want a
clean, open, spacious look and
they want to see as little metal as
possible. Doors without metal are
easier to clean and people like to
show off the nice tile that they are
investing in. This has been the
trend in shower doors for awhile
and it began in Europe,” he said.
Those who want a more artis-

tic look or want added privacy
are generally opting for sand-
blasted glass. Privacy bands can
be etched into the center of the
doors to give the person show-
ering a modicum of privacy, or
artistic designs can be etched
into the doors with just about any
design someone chooses. Pritikin
said all of these doors are one-
of-a-kind and both designed and
etched in-house in the compa-
ny’s artistic design center.
“Our artists are Old World

craftsmen who create their own
personalized artwork and even
hand-cut the graphics to insert
into the sandblasting machine,”
he said. “It takes very special skills
and we have really emphasized
our artistic capabilities over the
past decade or so. In fact, some of
our work is now being exported
for commercial applications. The
new Hard Rock Café in Panama
commissioned huge light cubes in
which the glass sides were etched
with special designs in our Addi-
son plant.”
The vast majority of its work,

however, stays local with home-
owners having their monogram or
“Lee Family Pub” or some type of
artwork etched into a mirror or a
glass doors.
Bathroommirrors today are

Glass, mirrored surfaces personalize a home

Photo s Courte s y o f Creat i v e M i rror and shower

Artists use a variety of techniques at Creative Mirror and Shower’s
artistic design center in Addison.

This Chicago skyline was etched into a mirror for a customer.

Focus on:
Mark Pritikin, Creative
Mirror and Shower
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This new master bedroom is stunning and it passes the practicality test.

By Candice Olson
Scripps Howard News Service

Colleen and Jamie live in a
gorgeous old homewith loads
of charmand character. But old
homes beingwhat they are, there
wasn’t a lot of storage space in
the couple’s second-floor bed-
room. Just getting ready in the
morningwas a challenge, with
half of their clothes stored in
adjacent rooms.
The couple decided the sim-

plest solutionwas tomove up in
theworld, by swapping spaces
with Jamie’s third-floor attic
office.
Theatticwas roomy andfilled

withnatural light, and it evenhad
a bathroom. It was full of poten-
tial— the only problemwas that
Colleen and Jamieweren’t sure
how tomake themost of the pos-
sibilities presented by this space.
Theyneeded a plan thatwould
combine formwith function, and
storagewith style.
The soon-to-bemaster bed-

room featured typical sloped

attic ceilings, with thewalls a
mere 40 inches tall in some
places. In addition, this attic is
accessed via a narrow staircase,
whichmeantwehad to find
somepretty compact furniture.
Just outside the en suite bath-

room I positioned an elegant
glass-toppedmakeup vanitywith

a spacious drawer to accommo-
dateColleen’s jewelry.Thewhite
wood of the table and its smooth,
elegant lines provide a nice con-
trast to the smoky-graywalls.
And speaking of color, I

wanted to pushColleen and
Jamie a little bit in that depart-
ment. I knew the rest of their

housewas fairly neutral, so I
decided tomake a bold state-
mentwith a contemporary
graphical wallpaper on the
room’s largest wall.The gorgeous
blue-and-white pattern is crisp
and elegant. It’s a big departure
from this couple’s typical style,
without being overpowering in
the slightest.
Wemade themost of the larg-

est wall by installing a tall ward-
robe andflanking it with dresser
drawers to provide lots of storage
space. On thewardrobe’swhite
doors, we replicated thewallpa-
per design using a light gray vinyl
decal.
Shelving above the dressers

provides a functional surface
for displaying photos and other
accessories.Thismultilevel stor-
age system is exactlywhat Col-
leen and Jamie needed to get
organized, once and for all.
As for the bed, there just wasn’t

room for a box spring, sowe
wentwith a platform frame and

Function and style meet in attic bedroom

Before its conversion, this attic was roomy and filled with natural
light. However, the problem was how to make the most of the
possibilities presented by the space.

See BedrooM on Page 4

See InSIder on Page 4
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generally framed and Creative
Mirror has a huge selection
of styles and sizes in its show-
room, although some people
still favor the large wall mir-
rors, Pritikin said.Wallmirrors
are also popular in bar areas
and exercise rooms.
Creative Mirror still makes

plenty of mirrored doors, too,
because “people still like to
have a functional full-length
mirror,” Pritikin said. “Such
doors also add an illusion of
space in small rooms and we
can make them in custom
sizes.”
A new take on this old tra-

dition, however, is partitions
between rooms that recede
into the walls. These nouveau
pocket doors aremadeof glass
that can be clear, opaque,
sand-etched with a design or
even colored.
“It used to be that we could

only apply silver color to the
back of glass. Now we can
use just about any color from
white, to black, to bright red
on any glass surface. It really
gives the WOW effect,” Pri-
tikin said. “This is particularly
huge overseas with people
using colored glass as backs-
plashes in kitchens because
it is much more hygienic and
easier to clean than tile since
it has no grout. In fact, in Aus-
tralia they estimate that one-
third of people have glass

backsplashes in their homes.”
Creative Mirror and Shower

also makes glass stairway rail-
ings for commercial spaces
and high-end, contemporary
homes.
“We are a one-stop shop

where we measure, manu-
facture and install products
and because we take a project
from start to finish, the cus-
tomer saves money,” Pritikin
said. “In this economy people
still want to buy, but theywant
a good deal and since we do
great work and are competi-
tively priced, we haven’t had
to lay off anyone. In fact, we

have hired.”
For more information on

Creative Mirror and Shower,
call 1-800-SHOWERS or visit
www.creativemirror.com.

Its showrooms are located
at 2141 W. Army Trail Road,
Addison; 1281 N. Clybourn
Ave., Chicago; and 16114 S.
Route 59, Suite B, Plainfield.

Insider: Glass, mirrored surfaces personalize a home
Continued from Page 1

Creative Mirror and Shower makes glass pocket doors and
room dividers that slide open into the wall.

finished things offwith a gor-
geous headboard covered in
a leatherette fabricwith intri-
cate nail-head trim.On either
side of the bedwe installed
sconces to provide light for
bedtime reading.The colors
in the bedding pick up the
room’s palette and include
white, dark gray and a really
fabulousmustardy shade,
which is repeated in the small
sofa positioned directly across
from the bed in the lounge
area. Two reclaimed-wood
coffee tables, with the smaller
one nesting inside the other,
combine storage spacewith
style.
Lighting in the newbed-

roomcomes fromover-
head pot lights, the bedside
sconces, a high-impact table
lamppositioned beside the
new couch and twowonderful

lighting fixtures placed on top
of each dresser.We added an
element of architectural ele-
gance to the roomwith cus-
tom-mademoldings, which
were installed on the side
walls aswell as the sloped
ceiling. Although these neces-
sitated a lot of sawing and cut-
ting, the end result was defi-
nitelyworth it.
Nomatter howmuch space

youhave, you’re never going
to be pleasedwith it unless it
actuallyworks for you.There’s
no doubt that Colleen and
Jamie’s newmaster bed-
room is stunning; but it passes
the practicality test, too.This
design is amarriage of func-
tion and style—a combina-
tion thatwill serve this couple
well for years.

• Interior decoratorCandiceOl-
son is host ofHGTV’s “Candice
Tells All.”

Bedroom: Function meets
style in attic transformation
Continued from Page 1
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Frameless glass showers are
easy to clean and showcase
modern stone tile used in
many of today’s baths.

Save Money on Your
Furnace Clean & Check

with a Maintenance Contract
Call for Details

(Residential Only) / (Commercial call for price)

Call Today to Schedule
Your Annual Furnace

Clean & Check

$97.00
Parts Extra

(Additional units $92.00 each)

683 E. Center
Grayslake, IL
847-223-8877

Offer Expires 12-31-12
Payment due at time of service.
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Legend: The rate and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 11/7/12. © 2012 Bankrate, Inc. http://www.interest.com. The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance. The fees set forth for each advertisement above may be charged to
open the plan (A) Mortgage Banker, (B) Mortgage Broker, (C) Bank, (D) S & L, (E) Credit Union, (BA) indicates Licensed Mortgage Banker, NYS Banking Dept., (BR) indicates Registered Mortgage Broker, NYS Banking Dept., (loans arranged through third parties). “Call for Rates” means actual rates were not
available at press time. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Illinois Mortgage Licensee. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans are based on loan amounts of $435,000. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Lock Days: 30-60. Annual percentage rates
(APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific loan may differ from the sample used. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI.
Bankrate, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without notice. Bankrate, Inc. does not own any financial institutions. Some or all of the companies appearing in this
table pay a fee to appear in this table. If you are seeking a mortgage in excess of $417,000, recent legislation may enable lenders in certain locations to provide rates that are different from those shown in the table above. Sample Repayment Terms – ex. 360 monthly payments of $5.29 per $1,000 borrowed
ex. 180 monthly payments of $7.56 per $1,000 borrowed. We recommend that you contact your lender directly to determine what rates may be available to you. To appear in this table, call 800-509-4636. To report any inaccuracies, call 888-509-4636. • http://dailyherald.interest.com

Program Rate Points Fees % Down APR Program Rate Points Fees % Down APR Program Rate Points Fees % Down APR

MORTGAGE RATES & INFO
AVAILABLE ONLINE

24 HRS A DAY @
http://dailyherald.interest.com

LENDERS, TO HAVE YOUR
RATES APPEAR IN THIS FEATURE

CALL BANKRATE.COM @
800-509-4636

CONSUMERS, HAVE A
QUESTION OR COMMENT? CALL

BANKRATE.COM CUSTOMER
SERVICE @ 888-509-4636

Paragon Mortgage Lending, inc. 847-368-8600

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $900 20% 3.293
20 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $900 20% 3.311
15 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $900 20% 2.703
10 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $900 20% 2.739
NO-COST refinance options available!
(B) 10 W. Campbell Street, Suite #2, Arlington Heights, IL 60005, NMLS#224759 MB.0005074

PriMeLending 708-516-5120
http://www.DTMortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $385 20% 3.394
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $385 20% 2.783
30 yr jumbo 3.625 0.000 $385 20% 3.632

RANKED #1 MORTGAGE COMPANY IN AMERICA !!!
By Mortgage Executive Magazine for 2011 Volume

(A) MB.6760635

town & country Mortgage 847-757-5075
http://www.tcmortgageservices.com

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $1166 20% 3.306
20 yr fixed 3.125 0.000 $1166 20% 3.204
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $1166 5% 2.851
10 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $1166 20% 2.773
Free interest rate float down on all loans!!!
(B) 123 S. Arlington Heights Rd., Arlington Heights, IL 60005, NMLS #221739 MB.6759601

united HoMe Loans 708-531-8388
http://www.UHLoans.com

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $995 20% 3.298
15 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $995 20% 2.711
5/1 ARM 2.500 0.000 $995 20% 2.797
7/1 ARM 2.600 0.000 $995 20% 2.800

(A) 3 Westbrook Corporate Center, Suite 1010, Westchester, IL 60154 MB.0006479

Liberty bank for savings 888-763-8612
https://www.libertybankmortgage.com/dailyherald

30 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $1870 20% 3.466
20 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $1870 20% 3.378
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $1870 20% 2.913
10 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $1870 20% 2.862
We service our loans locally. Call or apply online today!
(C) 7111 W. Foster Avenue, Chicago, IL 60656

furniture
11707 East Main St.
Huntley, IL 60142
847 669-3500

• Free Chicagoland Delivery
• Free In-Home Consultations
• Major Credit Cards Accepted
• 12 Month Interest-Free Financing
• Will Beat Competition Pricing on Same Item & Service

36th Fall Anniversary Sale
October 26th - November 17th

Bring in this Ad to Receive an
Additional 10% Off Sale Prices

START THE PARTY after viewing this exceptional 2-flat! 1st floor owners’
unit has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths & finished bsmt w/4th BR & family
room! 2nd floor unit has 2 BR’s, living rm & large kitchen… great for
additional income or in-laws. Deep fenced yard, oversized 2 car garage.
645 Lavoie Avenue, Elgin $139,900
Dir: Liberty St (Rt.25) north of Rt. 20 Bypass to Jay, East to Lavoie, left.

ReMax Horizon
847-269-9870
847-741-9870
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115 N. JaNe Drive, elgiN. 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath home with in-law possibilities…
1st floor bedroom & full bath!!! Also has 1st floor family & laundry rooms plus large
living room, eat-in kitchen & formal dining! Luxury master suite has walk-in California
closet. Newer roof & windows, stone FP, full bsmt, superb construction! $224,900

Dir: Lyle Avenue to Lin Lor Lane, East to Jane Drive, corner property!
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RE/MAX© Horizon
847-269-9870
847-741-9870
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